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Afrobeat in Fanfare

For Chamber Orchestra

Desmond 41 Eegwuonu

Instrumentation
2 Flute
2 Oboe
2 Clarinet 1n Bb
2 Bassoon
2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets 1n Bb
Timpani
Percussion™
Celesta
Conga
Strings

*Bass Drum, Snare Drum, Tenor Drum, T riang[e, Crash Cymﬁa[s

Conga CKey:

Tumba Conga Quinto Requinto

Conga Drums -Il—ﬁ ‘l r | i |




About the Music

Afrobeat in Fanfare 1s intended to pay homage to the great Nigerian musical icon, Fela
Anikulapo Kuti. Across the globe his legacy forged Afrobeat music to international prominence.
This genre of music which continues to be explored by great current popular music stars from
Nigeria and Africa is a unique fusion of indigenous and western instruments, sounds, textures and
percussive rhythms that retain elements of African highlife and fusion. As a trained classical
musician, Fela found a way of merging the Jazz idioms such as the harmonic structures with distinct
brassy horn sections which punctuate and also serve as recurring melodic units. Felas ability to
orchestrate through instrumental textures, sounds and styles that relay stories of the past, the present
and the future, placed him on a pedestal all by himself. In his music, it is not just merely about the
brassy sounds with the punchy harmonic or melodic idea but rather the way the instruments unique
character within a song supports his intention to describe an extra-musical narrative. Perhaps it could
be the idea of musically expressing resistance against prevailing economic norms in the Nigerian
culture. Fela found a way to foretell and preach through his art form and in such a way that we had
no option but to listen rapturously.

Growing up in Lagos, Nigeria, my mom owned a local grocery store which was situated
directly adjacent to a record store. Most record stores in Lagos, often had large speakers in front of
the store to play much of the music they had in stock so as to attack the attention of customers.
Cycling through various records on those very loud speakers while I often assisted my Mom at her
store, was my involuntary introduction to the music of many great African artists and including Fela.
Afrobeat in Fanfare explores a particular tune by Fela titled: Lady Shakara. The text says: If you call
am Woman, African woman no go ‘gree; She go say, she go say, “I be lady, oh.” Afrobeat in
Fanfare explores motives or themes from this tune through various classical techniques of motivic
development. The piece begins with fragmented thematic units and by the end of the work we are
introduced to the full span of this tune. Typical to Afrobeat is the use of jazz and harmony and at
certain sections in this work, I have employed ascending modal harmonies.

Afrobeat in Fanfare is aimed at merging the genre of Afrobeat with the 19 century French and
Italian fanfare. Afrobeat in Fanfare is a short motivic flourish that explores the typical stylings of
Afrobeat while paying homage to the icon who pioneered this genre of music, bringing it into
international prominence. And if the music moves you to dance, enjoy the freedom because its true

to the form.

Desmond lkegwuonu
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