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Instrumentation

Piccolo
2 Flute

2 Oboe
fngfisﬁ Horn
Clarinet in ‘Bb
Bass Clarinet

2 ‘Bassoon
Contrabassoon
4 Horns in F

3T rumpets in C
2 Trombone

Tuba

‘fim}oani

Xylophone

Percussion*
Piano

Strings

*Bass Drum, Snare Drum, Tam-T am, Tenor Drum, Susyencfecf Cymﬁa[s,
Crash Cymﬁafs




About the music

Ariaria (Egwu Ndi Aba) epitomizes the music from the city of Aba the commercial
center of Abia State in southeastern Nigeria. The indigenous people of Aba have a rich
cultural heritage and with other Igbos of Nigeria have made distinct contributions to
music in Nigeria. Ariaria is a genre of music from the city of Aba and the name is taken
from one of the largest markets, Ariaria International Market in West Africa. Of the many
qualities of this music, three features serve as overarching: the fast-paced rhythmic
accompaniment which usually comprises of native African instruments, the recurring
melodic motive serving as markers, and the harmonic progressions. Ariaria also
comprises of a mixture of both native and western musical instruments. Myth behind the
distinct tempo and rhythmic quality of Ariaria relates to the characteristic rush in Ariaria
market. Known among regular market attendees 1s the fact that one has to awaken very
early before sunset so as to avoid the bustle at Ariaria market. The quick spiritedness of
this genre expressed through the intense rhythmic vitality are all emblematic of the
market from which the name is derived and are integral to this piece.

In Ariaria (Egwu Ndi Aba), the opening thematic unit comprised of the triplet figure
reveal an important attribute of this style of African music. Triplet figures provide the
folk-like dance infused quality layered with the simplicity of the harmonic unit. Folk
music from the eastern part of Nigeria maintains a harmonic simplicity combined with a
contrasting rhythmic complexity that provides a layered underpinning of textures.
Characteristically, patterns within this style usually remain steady once they have been
established even as layered instrumental themes create a rousing forward motion.
Providing a layer of regularity upon which all other elements can evolve, the
juxtaposition of simple harmonic progression, and with intricate rhythms, and foreground
thematic units results in this genre, Ariaria.

Contrasting the usual harmonic language of this genre which comprises of simple
diatonic harmonies, Ariaria, Egwu Ndi Aba explores tertian sonorities carefully woven to
fit into this musical context. Jazzy harmonies have been introduced at formal cadential
points creating tension reflective of the market life in the city of Aba. Furthermore, theses
sonorities also serve as links between thematic ideas as well as background idea for the
flourishing melodic ideas. Ariaria (Egwu Ndi Aba) reveals a layer of sameness through
repetition that also undergoes subtle mutations. Every disclosure contains the seeds of its
transformation or a resolution of an already disclosed mutation.

Ariaria 1s a cultural dance music which continues to find its home in other forms of
music. In this genre, your body must main its preparedness to dance whenever the music
begins. This 1s expressed in the Igbo proverb: Eze mbe si na ihe ya ji-achiri the egwu ya
aga njem bu maka ya ezu ndiegwu. The proverb emphasizes the importance of
preparedness and in this case, ready to dance to Ariaria (Egwu Ndi Aba).

Desmond ’.lﬁegwuonu
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